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129 January 19, 1900 

boat, and owing to the fact that they are subjected to French quaran- 
tine regulations — the precise nature of which I can not at present 
state — this danger is at present small. Owing to the prevalence of 
diseases of the eye among the people from Asia, this class is besides, I 
understand, examined at Marseilles by an oculist employed by the 
steamship company. I might farther state that this line will take no 
passengers coming from Portugal, at present, on account of the exist- 
ence of plague in that country. 

All steerage passengers arrive at Havre on a special train on Saturday 
morning about 6 a. m., seldom more than three or four hours before the 
steamer sails. They are put in a large room, where first they are vac- 
cinated, or their marks passed by a physician of the French Line, and 
then, as they pass out one by one, are examined for trachoma and favus 
by the surgeon of the ship about to sail, and for general health by the 
surgeon representing the commissaire d' emigration. They then pass on 
to the clerk's desk, where they are entered on the immigration lists, and 
all not from Marseilles pass on board. The latter are held until their 
baggage is inspected or disinfected. Bedding, I understand, is always 
steamed in the steam chamber (about 5 by 8 feet) on the wharf, but 
other baggage is passed, or has a solution of carbolic acid and bichloride 
of mercury sprayed upon it. 

It will be seen that the only passengers that might come from an 
infected district are several days on the road and are subjected to many 
examinations. I therefore do not contemplate imposing for the present 
at least any new restrictions beyond inspection and having all bedding 
and all personal baggage of passengers from Marseilles disinfected by 
steam. 

I have also notified the French company that bedding may have to 
be prohibited later on but as the amount brought is very small I believe 
at present disinfection is sufficient. 

Other vessels leaving this port for the United States, Puerto Eico, and 
Cuba are tramp steamers and sailing vessels and will be reported on in 
another letter. 

Bespectfully, S. B. Grtjbbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

GEEMANY. 

Report from Hamburg. 

Hamburg, Germany, January S, 1900. 

Sir: In accordance with instructions contained in Bureau letter 
of the 2d ultimo, assigning me to duty at this consulate, I have the 
honor to report upon my work here for the week ended December 
30, 1899. 

On account of having arrived immediately before Christmas, and the 
week that followed having been a holiday season in this city, little has 
been accomplished during the week. The present season of the year, 
however, is not the busiest with respect to the inspection of emigrants 
and vessels. The work is also somewhat simplified by there being only 
a single line of vessels carrying passengers from this port, the Hamburg- 
American Line. During the winter season usually only one passenger 
vessel a week is sent to the United States by this line, the sailing day 
being Sunday. 
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The quarantine regulations with reference to the inspection of vessels 
and steerage passengers and the requirements concerning cargoes have 
been carried out by the consul, through a deputy consul and an employee 
of the office. The inspection of the vessel is made twenty four hours 
before sailing, in company with the official inspectors of the Hamburg 
State. Inspection of baggage is done on the two days preceding embark- 
ation at the "Auswanderers-Halle" and at the "Passagier-Wartehalle," 
and on the morning of embarkation at the Passagier-Wartehalle. The 
manifest of cargo is examined and a certificate of disinfection from a 
chemist of the city of Hamburg or the sworn disinfector of the con- 
sulate or another United States consulate in the district from which the 
articles are shipped is demanded on such articles as require disinfection 
under the regulations, the certificates being compared with the manifest 
on the morning of sailing. The emigrants, or steerage passengers, are 
inspected, in company with the physician to the bureau of emigration 
of the State of Hamburg as they embark. 

Emigrants coming from Eussia through this port are received at the 
Auswanderers-Halle, or State emigration station, and held in actual 
quarantine until they are placed on board the vessel on the day of sail- 
ing. As these emigrants are received at the Auswanderers-Halle they 
are bathed and their baggage and clothing are disinfected, and they are 
afterwards examined by the State physician and are inspected by him 
daily until embarked, the period of observation depending entirely 
upon how long before the sailing of the vessel the emigrants arrive. 

Steerage passengers from Spain and Portugal do not pass through this 
port, and those from other parts of Europe, except Eussia, are not sub- 
jected to the quarantine above described and are only inspected as they 
pass through the Passagier-Wartehalle to embark. 

The present Auswanderers-Halle, provided by the State, is the same 
that was used in 1893, at the time of the cholera epidemic, and plans 
have been drawn for a new and very complete establishment to take 
the place of the old. It is intended to build this new establishment 
next fall. The old one appears to be well kept in spite of its somewhat 
dingy look, and the principles of quarantine observed are exactly cor- 
rect. The steam-disinfecting chambers used there and in the Passagier- 
Wartehalle are identical and are inferior to those in use at our United 
States quarantine stations. 

The Passagier-Wartehalle, where the steerage passengers are 
assembled to embark, is a State establishment and the Hamburg- 
American Line rents space in the building and furnishes the employees 
who do the disinfecting of baggage, the same being performed under 
the supervision of a clerk of this consulate 

On Sunday, December 24, 1 witnessed the embarkation of 300 steerage 
passengers bound for New York on the steamship Belgravia ; on Thurs- 
day I visited the Auswanderers-Halle with Dr. W. L. Homann, the 
State physician in charge of that branch ; and on Saturday I witnessed 
the inspection of the steamship Pennsylvania, which was to sail the 
following day for New York, and also saw the method of inspecting 
and disinfecting the baggage of steerage passengers. 

I have confined my work thus far to studying the methods of work 
already in use. There are a great many details to become familiar 
with, and I shall report upon them from time to time in future letters. 
Eespectfully, A. C. Smith, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital 8ervice. 



